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PERSONAL EXPLANATION,

Mr. Fox and Building Operations and
Building Materials Control Act Amendment
{Continuance) Bill (No. 2).

MR. POX (South Fremantle} [23]:
When the Minister for Housing was speak-
ing in reply last night on the Building
Operations and Building Materials Control
Act Amendment {Continuance) Bill (No. 2)
he made certain remarks in reference to some-
thing T said when speaking on the second -
reading. My complaint was that & mar who
had a sick daughter and who lived in South-
street, Beaconsfield, was unable to get 750
bricks owing to the removal of controls. The
Minister sent for the file and I understand
he read out a letter which was received from
the lady conecerned saying that she did not
want a MecNess home hecause her father
had built a flat.

I made no complaint against the Housing
Commission af all, and in fact, when speak-
ing, I said that the MeNess Housing Trust
had offered the lady a home but that she
was too ill {o take it. That is a fact. She
had heen offered a home six or eight morths
previously but the Minister made no refer-
ence to my complaint ahout the man being
unable to obtain bricks, and my eomplaint
was zolely in regard to the fact that a man
could not get a supply of bricks beeause of
the removai of controls.

Mr, Marshali: The Minister always does
misrepresent the position anyhow.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING
(Hon. R. R. McDonald—West Perth) [2.4]:
I regret if T misunderstood the terms of the
hon. member's remarks. He gave me a
memorandum which I passed on to the
Housing Commission and the file was sent
up to me, drawing my attention to the
letter which I guoted and which appeared
tn show that the lady had been satisfactorily
placed,

Mr. Fox: My complaint was about the
man not being able to get bricks. I knew
all ahout the other part of the business.

The MINISTER FOR HOTURSING: I will
make further inquivies on the aspect men-
tioned by the hon. member and will advise
him,
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QUESTIONS.

TOBACCO.

Asg to Production Costs and Orderly
Marketing.

Mr. HOAR asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Does he remember that early in
January this year a conference was held in
Manjimup between the tobacco growers and
the manunfacturers and buyers of tohacco?

{2) That the objeet of the conference was
to reach ngreement on a basic price for all
grades of leaf from which auctions conld
then commence?

{3) That the conference was a failure
and no agreement was reached?

(+) That, as a result of this, I suggested
to him by letter dated 20/1/49, that the
State Government should institute an in-
quiry into the costs of produetion in this
State, and that he rgplied that the matter
wus receiving attention?

(5) If so, what action has the Govern-
ment taken to proteet tobaceo growers
against exploitation®

(6) Does he know that as a result of the
Government’s apparent lack of interest in
the plicht of growers a large mann-
factarer and grower of tobaeco is buying
up tobaeco on the farms at 25, 9d. per 1b.2
7 (7) That this practice, if persisted in,
will destroy the competitive spirit between
buyers and make future auctions,k a faree,
ang that the growers will be the prineipal
ones to suffer?*

(8) If so, does the Government propose
to take any action to promote orderly
marketing that will give a fair price to all?
If so, what? .

The MINISTER replied: -

(1) The meeting mentioned took place st
Manjimup on the 16th November, 1948, be-
tween the committee of the W.A. Tobacco
Growers' Association and manufacturers’
representatives, representing all leaf buy-
ing tobacco manufaecturers in Australia.

{2) The object of the conference was to
consider a marketing scheme originally put
forward by Victorian tohaceo growers for
their State. The scheme was accepted by
the Victorian growers and the Australian
buyers, Tt was subsequently proposed by
the buyers to all other Australian tobacco
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growing areas. The basis of the scheme
was that leaf be appraised by brokers’ and
growers’ representatives at reserve values
comprising the Australian Tobaceco Board
Table of Limits, plus 40 per cent. These
values were to become the minimum prices
and manufacturers were -‘prepared to
guarantee that they would not buy below
those prices. The leaf was subsequently to
be auctioned and the grower paid auction
values. The scheme in effect gave the
#rower the advantage of competitive buying
with a guaranteed minimum price. It was
suggested that the scheme operate for three
years, with the provision to vary the mini-
mum price in accordonee with changes in
production costs.

{3) The conference was a failure and no
agreement was reached because growers
were entirely non co-operative. On com-
parative quality with the 1947-48 crop the
gnaranteed minimom price would have heen
just over 3s. per pound as compared with
3s, 414d. actnally received under Australian
Tobaeco Board appraisement. On top of
the basic priee, competitive bidding could
have heen expected substantially to increase
values. In fact, at the meeting, a catalogue
of a Queensland avetion sale was produced
showing that the average value received at
aunction was 50 per cent. above the earlier
appraisement value. It appeared that the
growers could look forward to inereased
values at auction and were offered g further
protection of a guaranteed minimum price
for a period of three vears. The growers’
attitnde was that a guaranteed minimum
price was not necessary if auction values
followed the Queensland trend. This would
no doubt be the ease, as long as the Ans-
tralian leaf market remains as it is at
present. However, if economic conditions
were to change so that dollar leaf became
more readily available, or a cheap source
of imported Jeaf was to be found, the mini-
mum price gnaranteed would be a very use-
ful safeguard. .The growers were prepared
to negotiate only on the basis of a
minimum  price comprising  Australian
Tobasco Board Table of Limits plus 60 per
cent.  Manufaeturers considered the basis
tpo high and the conference broke down.
The Government favoured the scheme, made
a departmental officer available to assist
negotiations, and was prepared to allow
him to assist with the implementation of the
scheme.
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(4) To be of value, the eost of produe-
tion survey would have to be on a Common-
wealth-wide basis. This matter is being
taken up with the Minister for Agrieuiture
and Commerce.

{(5) It is in the hands of the growers
themselves to prevent exploitation by sell-
ing in the auction market.

{6) It is known that a large local manu-

freturer and grower has bought two tobaceo:

erops on the farms at 2s. 9d. per pound.
These growers were not forced to sell and
there is every reason to believe that if they
had submitted their erops to auction they
would have received a considerably greater
price.  Adviee has been received that in
Vietoria 2 manufacturer. has been buying
leaf on the farms, under similar conditions
to the above cases, at an average price of

45. per pound. A report of a tobacco leaf.

auetion recently held in Queensland advises
that the average priee reslised was Bs. 7d.
per pound. There is no reason lo believe
that if leafsis submitted to auetion in this
State the price realised would not he at
least in the vicinity of the Queensland aver-
age quoted.

(7) The Government is greatly perturbed
at thege sales on the farms. Tt is felt that
if this practice continues and that the total
offering of leaf for amction is substantially
reduced, some of the smaller Eastern States
buyers might not consider it worth travel-
ling the great distance to the Western Aus-
tralian aunction, and competition may be
greatly reduced with resultant lower prices.
It is felt that it is in the growers’ own
interests to submit their leaf at auction, and
that it is a matter for the growers them-
selves to handle rather than the Government.

{8) The matter of orderly marketing will
he considered. In the meantime, growers
should heq advised to submit their leaf to
auetion.

COAL.

(a) As to Colliec Gusification.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister re-
preseniing the Minister for Mines:

(1} What progress, if any, has been made
with the experimental work of the gasifica-
tion of Collie coal?

(2) Has any modification been made ‘%o
the plant nsed by Mr. Fox?

Qaxf
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(3) If so, what are the modifications, and
what ofticer was responsible for the altera-
tiofis?

(4) What officer, if any, is proceeding
with the experiment of the gasification of
Collie eoal?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

(1) The experimental work designed to
show that Collie coal is suitable for gasifi-
cation with steam and oxygen under pres-
sure by the Lurgi proeess was completed
12 months ago.

The Fuel Technologist and the Coal Panel
have consulted with English and German
authorities on the process, all of whom agree
that Collie coal is suitable for this tvpe of
gasifieation, It was shown that Collie coal
did not clinker and wouid not agglomerate
into an impervious mass under the condi-
tions of gasification. - .

This has heen considered by the Coal
Panel and the Department of Industrial
Development is at present obtaining in-
formation on the cost of installation of the
Lurgi plant and the likely time for delivery
and creetion,

It has also been shown that Collie eoal
is not suitahle for gasifleation in ordinary
retorts,

The Fuel Technologist is waiting until
the State Electricity Commission ean make
a water gas plant available at East Perth
so that quantitative efficiency tests can he
carried out on the mapufactare of blue
water gas from Collie coal, Former ex-
periments carried out on the manufacture
of blue water gas from Collie coal by Mr,
Fox were not of a quantitative nature. The
Fuel Technologist 1s also studying the
hydrogenation of Collie coal at high pres-
sare.

(2) The plant used by Mr. Fox was
adapted for low temperature coking experi-
ments on Collie coal. It was not eonsidered
useful to modify it for gas making purposes
as it is only a simple type of blue water
gas plant of which there are three more
efficient, elaborate and modern examples at
Bast Perth Gas Works and one in course
of construetion at Fremantle, all capable
of much larger outputs than the plant con-
strueted by Mr. Fox. .
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(8) The only modification was the adap-
tation to the manufacture of low tempera-
ture eoke from Collie coal. The Fnel Tech-
nologist, Mr. Donpelly, was responsible for
the adaptation.

(4) The Fuel Technologist and his staff
in consulfation with Dr. Serge Uusna, who
is at Wundowie. Dr. Uusna was under-
manager of the large Lurgi gasification
plant at Brux in Czechoslovakia duoring the
war,

(b) As to Farms on Wilga Reservation.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Mines: _

{1) Concerning the Wilga Coal Basin
and his reply to a question dated the 23rd
June, 1049, will he state why the surface of
the land reserved in the Wilga Coal Basin
cannot be utilised for farming purposes, the
same as similar coal-bearing land is used
in England and other eountries%

{2) Does he consider that the reservation
of this land is in the best interest of the
State?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied: ¢

(1) Reecent experience shows necessity for
coal-bearing land being retained hy the
Crown for coalmining purposes, owing to
the provisions of the Mining Aet.

(2) Yes.

(c) As to Stocks on Hand.

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Mow many tons of coal were on hand
this morning at the Perth Power Station?

(2) How many tons of coal are on hand
at the Gas Works?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 11,732 tons at 8 a.m. on Wednesday
morning, the 29th June, 1949, (650 tons re-
ceived by rail ex Collie during 24 hours
ended 8 a.m.).

(2) 3,200 tons at 8 am. on Wednesday,
the 20th June, 1949,

HAY AND CHAFF.
ds to Costs and Selling Price.

Mr. TRIAT asked the Minister for
Lands:
(1) What is the price per ton for hay

in stacks?
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(2) What is the price per ton for cuiting
into chaff?

(3) What is the cost of chaff bags per
ton of hay?

{(4) What is the averagze eost of trans-
port per ton to the metropolitan area?

(5) What is the selling price per ton
of chaff f.a.q. Perth?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) This price fluetuates and under pre-
sent conditions it is a question of what the
grower asks.

(2) 80s. to 32s. 6d. a ton for culting
only.

(3) £2 14s. 6d. approximately a ton new
bags.

(4) This
certained,

{5) Depends on No. 1. Average price
today from a retailer to the user is about
£16 a ton.

figure has never been as-

MOTORCARS,
As to Re-sales Trafficking.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is he aware of the traffic in new
motorears being re-sold at exorbitant prices
shortly after purchase?

{2) Is he aware that new cars are being
re-sold shortly after purchase at a profit
of up to £200 per car?

(3) Will he take steps to put an end
to this traffie, and thus save the publie from
being exploited?

The MINISTER replied:

Reports have heen received that this
trafficking ig taking place and considera-
tion is being given to ways and means of
preventing it. . )

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.

As to Increased Charges.

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister for
Works:

Will he inform the House the average
increase in charges for electricity over
the whole scale of charges, and the increased
rates for industrial power since the Gov-
ernment purchased the Perth City Electri-
city and Gas Department?
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The MINISTER replied:

The average inerease in charges for elee-
tricity over the whole ,scale of charges——
31.61 per cent.

Increased rates for industrial power—
38.53 per cent.

RAILWAYS.
(a) As to Administrative Vacancies.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) Is it the policy of the Government
to appoint the majority of staff to fill va-
eancies in the administration section of the
‘Government Tailways from recent arrivals
in this State?

(2) Is any probationary period to be
served before permanent appointment to
reeent and future vaeancies?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes, where considered necessary.

(b} As to Royal Gommission's
Recommendations.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

Is it the intention of the Gov emment to
jmplement the recommendations of thé re.,
cent Royal Commission on Rnllways‘ in re-
spect to:

(1) Improving the reiationship between
stafl and monagement;

{2) Provision of health inspector to
attend to health and hygiene matters;

(3) Improving the method of controlling
traffic?

The MINISTER replied:

The matter of giving effect to the recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission is now
receiving the attention of the Railway Com-
missioners.

" BUS SERVICES.
(2) Ag to Eden Hill and North Bassendean.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Transport:

{1) Is he aware of the great inconveni-
ence being caused the residents of Eden Hill
and North Bassendean by the Federal Bus
Co. not adhering to the schedule times for
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bus services, also the non-running of
schedule runs as instanced by the elimina-
tion of the 8.40 bus ex Bassendean on Mon-
day the 20th inst. and the late running of
the 8.30 bus on Tuesday the 21st instant?

{2) Will he call for a report from the
Transport Board on this service?

" The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.

(b) 4s to Eden Hill Fares.

My, . BRADY asked the Minister for
Transport:

{1) Is it a faet that the Federal Bus Ser-
vice is charging' 11d. for a single fare to
Eden Hill as against 11id. for a return fare
on the railways to Bassendean which also
serves the same centre?

(2) If the answer is “Yes,” will he in-
stitute inquiries to see if the bus fare is a
just one?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes,

(2) The Transport Board has already
examined the whole position exhaustively
prior to approving of the new schedule of
fares on the Bassendean route.

(¢) As to Government Route, North
Bassendean. .

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Transport:

In order to overcome the transport diffi-
culties at Edern Hill and North Bassendean,
will he arrange for the Goverhment buses
to travel to and from Perth via Govern-
ment Road and North Road picking up and
setting down passengers en roufe?

The MINISTER replied:

No. All available buses are required to
operate a limited service over already
established transport routes in the metro-
politan area.

BUILDING SUPPLIES.
As to Preference to North-West
Contractors.
Hon. ¥, J. S. WISE asked the Minisfer
for Works:

In view of the serious position obtaining
because of the inability of contractors to
obtain materials, and slso shipping space,

-
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will he arrange for some preferential
treatment in the supply of materials
heing given to contractors in the

North-West part of the State who are
severely prejudiced in their attempts to com-
plete Government econtracts?

The MINISTER replied:

Every assistance is given to bnilders and

contractors on Governmental work to secure
materials, but there is no evidence that they
have been severely prejudiced in their
attempts to complete Government contracts.

Hon. F J. S. Wise: That is nonsense.

EDUCATION.
(e) As to Visual Instruction Section,

Hon. J. T, TONKIN asked the Minister
for Edueation:

(1) On what date was the Visnal Insbre-
tion Section commenced by the Education
Department?

(2) What was the commencing salary of
Mr. Uren?

(3) On what date were additional officers
appointed to this braneh of the Edueation
Department, and what were the salaries of
snch officers upon taking up duties?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) September, 1945.
{2) £703 por annum,

{3) M. Richardson, 6th March, 1946,
€197 p.a.; R. Campbell, 10th February,
1047, €438 p.a.; A, MePhee, 10th February,
147, £474 pa.: R. Clamp, 20th October,
IM7, £400 p.a.; B, Williams, 16th Fehrmary,
1048, €137 p.a.; B. Marshall, 16th Febrnary,
1948, £405 p.a.; J. Smith, 19th July, 1948,
£390 p.a.; A, Connett, 23rd August, 1948,
£420 p.a.; M. Andrew, 6th October, 1948,
£245 p.a.; D. Berienshaw, 1st Novembher,
1948, £111 p.a.: R. Schenberg, 26th April,
1949, €215 p.a,

(b} As to School Leaving Age.

Mr, KELLY asked the Minister for Edu-
cation: .

When does the Government intend to
raise the sechool leaving age to 15 vears and
thus give efiect to legislation passed in 1933
and election promises made in February,
19477 '
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The MINISTER replied:

As soon as aecommeodation and staffing
are reasonably adequate for the purpose.

Hon. J. T, Tonkin: A very sensible
answer.

SCHOOLS OF AGRICULTURE,
As to Committee of Inquiry.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Edueation:

(1) Who appointed the committee. which
is to inquire coneerning the work being
done by the instructors and students at
Narrogin and Denmark Sechools of Agricnl-
ture?

(2) Who comprise the committee?

(3) What is the ohject of the inquiry?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The Honorary Minister for Agricul-
ture.

(2) Dr. Underwood, (Chairman}; M.
Edmondson, Mr. Worner, (Education De-
partment) ; Mr. Russell, Mr. T. Wilson—
nominated by the Honorary Minister for
Agriculture; Mr. MeKenzie Clark, (Agri-
enltural Department); Mr. Nunu, (Secre-
tary); {(Agrienltural Department).

T may add that the work of the commit-
tee is not confined to the question of the
Xarrogjn and Denmark Schools of Agrienl-
ture.

Hon. J. T, Tankin: Did the Minister for
Eduecation have any say’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The matter was disenssed with me and with
the Acting Direetor of Edvcation before
the arrangements were made,

COAL STRIKE.

(a} As lo Power for Domestic
Refrigerators.

Mr, LESLIE (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

Is he able to gmive the House a definite
answer to the question I asked last night
as to whether it will be possible to make
power available for a short period each day
for the use of houscholders who have re-
frigerators. The Minister promised to in-
vestigate the matter, and I would like to
know whether he has done so.
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The MINISTER replied: '

It was necessary yesterday to inform the
hon. membei that I did not anticipate being
able to give him a favourable reply. I
have had the matter investigated, as pro-
mised, but cannot vary the answer given
yesterday.

(b) 4w to Leave in Lieu of Unemployment.

Mr. BOVELL (without notice) asked the
Premier:

In view of the threatened unemployment
throughout the State of many thousands of
imen and women owing to the present coal
position, will the Premier give considera-
tion to the granting of annual leave to em-
ployees of all Government departments be-
fore nction is taken to suspend their
employment, thus deferring hardship on
innocent men, women and children who are
not in any way responsible for the present
industrial erisis?

The PREMIER replied:

Provided the industrial unions will agree
to such a proposal, favourable consideration
will be given to the request of any Govern-
ment employee who desires to take annual
leave, or pro rata annual leave, due to him
in such circumsiances. In view of the ab-
normal conditions, however, it would be
necessary for workers who desire to avail
themselves of this conecession to give the de-
partments adeguate nofice in order to per-
mit of the caleulation and payment of the
appropriate amounts,

{¢) 4s to Electricity Supplies end Coal
Consumption.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (withont notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

(1} What was the total guantity of coal
in stock or in transit for the Electricily
Commission as at 9 aan. on Tuesday, the
28th Junef

{2) How much eoal wonld be reqnired
to maintain the existing rate of supply of
electricity to enable industry fto carry on
beyond 6 a.m. on Wednesday, the 20th June,
uniil mid-day on Saturday?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The quantity of coal at 8 a.m. Mon.
day, the 27th June, 1949, including coal then
known fo be in transit was—
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' Tons
Blnkers .. .. . 320
Reserve bunkers .- 350
On ground {approx. omly 10,500
On trucks, East Perth .. 797
In trangit (known) 330

Total 12,267

Daily consumption had risen during the
previous week to 950 tons. The actual quan-
tity at 9 a.m, Tuesday was 11,946 fons, not
ineluding coal in transit, as it was not defi-
nitely known what that tonnage was.

{2) Approximately 3,250 jons to mid-
day Saturday, end approximately 4,000 tons
to midpight Saturday.

{(d) 4s to Discontinuance of FElectricity
Supplies,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (withont notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

(1) Is he aware that aecording to the
fizures he has supplied there is sufficient
eoal available to the State Electricity Com-
mission to have enabled it to provide a full
supply of electric power for the whole of
this week and still have enough in reserve
to maintain essential services for a further
period of eight weeks?

(2) Does he not consider that the ad-
vantages to be gained by continuing a sup-
ply of power for the whole of this week
are worth the risk that the present industrial
trouble will not be overcome within eight
weeks and that there would then be no coal
for the generating of eleetric power for the
maintenance of essential services?

The MINISTER replied:

{1y and (2) T do not like answering a
question of this kind without notice. The
Jjoint talks of Cabinet and of everyone con-
cerned in the matter of the rationing of
electricity have been in keeping with the
answers I have given te the several ques-
tions in regard to electricity—that is, that
we could afford to carry on normally until
today, as we have done, but that we.couid
not carry the supply of electricity any fur-
ther. I am inclined to think that, sinee
the hon. member has made his ealculations
within the last five minutes, they are not of
the same value as the decisions arrived at ¢
by Cabinet and the others eoncerned.
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PETROL.

As te Rumour of Freezing Supplies.

Mr. SHEARN {without notice} asked the
Premier:

(1) Is he aware that a widespread
ramonr has been circulated today that im-
mediate freezing of petrol is to be intro-
duced, in consequence of which ‘many ser-
viee stations have experienced an almost un-
precedented rush for petrol supplies?

{2) Can he say whether there is any
truth in sueh rumour?

(3) If not, will he make a statement to
inform the public and thus assist in ecor
reciing what may otherwise seriously affect
normal fuei supplies to the ecommunity?

The PREMIER replied:

(1} (2) and (3) I was not aware that
there was such a rumour or that there had
been a rush for petrol supplies today. So
far as the State Government's intentions
are concerned, they are not to take any
action at present with regard to the freez-
ing of petroi. I have not had any eommuni-
eation from the Prime Minister in this re-
spect. QJy personal view is that there is
no need for the punblic to panie and start
hoarding petrol.

TIMBER INDUSTRY.
Az to Amenities for Workers.

Mr. REYNOLDS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Forests:

What progress, if any, is being made in
Providing amenities for timber workers?

. The MINISTER replied:

The preliminary conference, to whieh I
referred previously, was held recently under
the chairmanship of the Conservator of
Forests. At that conference were present
representatives of the Timber Workers
Union and the sawmillers. I have now re-
ceived a written repori from the Conser-
vator setting out the result of the diseus-
sions. It is receiving my consideration with
B view to further steps’towards the provi-
sion of some scheme for amenities.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILI—BUILDING OPERATIONS AND

BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL
AUT AMENDMENT (CONTINUANCE)
(No. 2).

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Iion.
R. R. McDonald—West Perth) I move:—

That the Bill be now read a third time,

HON. ¥. J. 8, WISE (Gascoyne) [2.39]:
1t is unfortunate that, in speaking for well
over two hours in reply to ths debate, the
Minister made very little attem),it to answer
the many pertinent questions raised in re-
lation to the Bill. The Minister, I fear,
was handling his reply in the same manner
as a legal man would handle the case of a
guilty person, It is indeed unfortunate
that the Minister, perhaps because of his
undoubted ahility and background, was able
to dissociate himself entirely from the
points of pertinent criticism and, in his
reply, concentrate his efforts on those points
that were less relevant and that suited his
argument, The Minister made no attempt
at all to get down to earth in connection
with this very real problem, Ie reminded
me of an aeroplane, in the air without any
landing gear, unable to do other than flit
around, make pretty passes and motions,
which would certainly erash if it at-
tempted to land. That is the position the
Minister was im, as I will show the
House,

It is obvions that in spite of the scrious
urgency of the position of building ma-
terials eontrol, and the chaos that exists
as regards their supply, the Minister is de-
termined, because of other influences
favourable to his view and Party, to con-
tinue to decontrol those commodities ir-
respective of the serious plight of those
badiy in need of them. It is not a bit 'of
use the Minister pretending that decontrol
has meant a satisfactory position, That is
mere pretence and although the Minister, in
the course of his speech, snid that he con-
tinned to be in consultation with the Hous-
ing Commission on the question of decon-
trol, I am wondering just how much of iis
advice he takes. That is quite a different
maiter from being in consultation Wwith it

So much is the Minisier ont of touch with
the seriousness of the materials supply posi-
tion that I would invite him to ask into
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conference with one member from his side,
in addition to himself, and two members
from this side, men of calibre, integrity and
business capacity whe are in association
with these interests. I suggest the (ieneral
Manager of Millars’ Timber and Trading
Company, the General Mansger of the
State Sawmills and the General Manage:r
of Bunnings to see if there is any chanes
whatever of the Minister substantiating his
statement as regards timber for home build-
ing.

Of course the information that he would
get would show that there is indeed a
chaotie condition existing with timber sup-
plies and would indicate the impossibility of
an ordinary person, or even the Govern-
ment, obtaining the flow of materials es-
sential to meet contracts in many parts of
the State. So I repeat that the Minister is
cither ignoring the advice that he is receiv-
ing or being ill-advised. The Housing
Commission, as snch, must know, and I feel
does know, the truth in the assertion made
by members on tRis side of the Fouse re-
garding the availability of timber, eement
and brieks,

During the last week or two, since fhis
-debate commenced and publicity has been
given in brief to the comments’ that have
been made, I have received many letters
from people advising me of their full sup-
port of my contentions and expressed views.
I have received among these letters, com-
ments from people who manage for the big
distributors; people such as their distriet
apencies and firms. T have one which ex-
presses withoul any qualification the wview
that the leakage of essential home huilding
materials sinee decontrol has meant rising
costs due to materials being diverted to ur-
essential jobs and causing interruption to
the continuous flow of .materials to eor-
tractors in that district. So much so that
these econtractors will be foreced to cease
trnderine or to ask for a vervy sharp in-
erepse in prices.  That is tvniecal of the

eomments heine received and that particalar

comment comes from the managzer of a
laree eoneern in n lavee Seuth-western town
of this State.

Tt is fnfile and foolish for the Minister
‘n lepe pemnatine that deeontrol of timber,
cement and bricks has meant an improve-
ment in the position. It might assist him
in helieving it himself but it does not im-
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press people who are trying to get the
materials. One of the many cases I am
handling is for the supply of timber for
an ordinary house where a permit
was approved. It was for a house in
a country district and the applieation
wag lodged in 1947. The permit was issued
on the 25th August and a complete order
placed with a large firm in this State. How-
ever, in spite of continuous pressure on the
firm by me—J repeat this is an order for
a distant place—and even after shipping
space had been procured in anticipation of
the lodgment of cart nofes, that order has
not yet been completed for the ordinary
sizes of timber used in home building.

I bave other cases where, within recent
months, a small quantity of 3 x 13%in. and
3 x 2in. has been ordered from a well-
known co-operative firm—one of the largest
in Perth as millers and merchants of timber
—and we have been unable to get an assur-
ance from them when they will be able to
make delivery and eventually part of the
order has had to be cancelled.

Regarding the foolish reply given by the
Minister for Works today to my question that
contractors are heing assisted if they are in
possezsion of Government contraets, 1 would
say to him and his colleague the Minister for
Education, that the only reason, at this stage
why the sehool at Carnarvon is far from being
in a position to be used, is becaunse there has
been no eo-nperation, and if any approach
has been made then it has been impossible
for the contractor to obtain the materials
necessary. I would add that that contract
is seven months overdue. The Minister for
Housing will tell us that a contract has been
approved for four homes to be erected at
Carnarvon under the Commonwealth-Stafe
Rental Housing Scheme., The contract was
approved months ago and yet he states that
decontrol enahles these people to get more
materials and arrange their deliveries over
many months. Of course the opposite is the
faet and the result. The person who has
the contract for Carnarvon reccived his first
consignment on the last ship and it con-
sisted of ‘a wheelbarrow and six pieces of
timher. ‘

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Good old ecan.
trol!

Hon. ¥. J. 8§ WISE: These men will
snffer in exactly the same way as all eoun-
try contractors are suffering for the very
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reason that they can get neither loeally nor
in the metropolitan area a reasonably con-

tinuous flow of any sizes they so urgently
need.

Mr. May: Quite right!

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: That is the posi-
tion. The Government’s desire to keep
hoosting not only its housing, but also its
public works programme, musi almost be
cansing a mental eondition in the mind of
the Director of Works because of the sheer
insbility of his staff and those under his
direction to obtain the material necessary
for those public works. There is no begging
that question. It is either true or false. The
Minister for Housing is not only out of
touch with the materials supply position—
he is not down fo earth in that regard—
bhut he is unaware of the seriousness of the
vircumstances under which the State eon-
tractors are unfortunately suffering. The
cvsts which are involved in this waiting
time are amounting to tens.of thousands of
pounds.

In some of these distant places, premiums
have to be paid not only on the works but
also to workers to attract them from where
continuous employment might be offering.
Tt also means that where delays oeenr, and
wher¢ months elapse between shipments of
essential materials, tremendously high re-
tainers have to be paid which the contrae-
tors themselves must share with the Gov-
ernmenti as an added cost. And these added
vosts are ineurred in distriets not necessarily
remote from the metropolitan area. That
is, in gpite of having ready access to all the
timber yards and the cement works, ‘they
continne to snffer side by side with the com-
munity because of the Government’s obvious
desire to pretend to the public that deeontrol
has benefited the building programme, ¢

The Minister airily threw aside the
charges regarding the construction of fences.
In fact, he said, *What matters it if a fence
or two is constructed?” If the Minister
will only seriously confer with those who
advise him and who are supposed to know
and do know, he will quickly alter bis
opinien on that point. Instead of that, he
has made no attempt to understand the posi-
tion of those seriously affected. Therefore,
this Bill, so far as continuing eontrol is con-
cerned, is merely a pretence and a sham.

[ABSEMBLY.]

Yesterday the Minister made the state-
ment that contractors have been assisted by
the removal of ceontrols. Tomorrow morn-
ing I could bring to him more contractors
than’ his offiee would hold to show that that
is not the position with people who have
contracts with private owners for home
building. 'When speaking on the second
reading of the Bill I mentioned that it would
not he possible to place an order in the
eity of Perth for 100 pieces of 3 x 2
for a two or three weeks' delivery. The
Minister ignores all of those statements and
selects points of little matter upon which
to build his case and to hoost the efforts
of the Government regarding materials con-
trol and home building. T repeat that the
contractors of the Publie Works Depart-
ment are at their wits’ end to obtain material
to continue the construction of public works.
Let the Minister ask the Director of Works
concerning that point and I am cerfain that
my statement will be verified. But the Min-
ister now prefers to Dblame all sorts
of things, from the withdrawal of subsidies
te the Commonwealth Government’s poliey
of migration,

What is the use of looking for more red,
berrings? What is needed is a definite fac-
ing up to the rea] position. I think it
showed much temerity. on the part of the
Minister to quote from an advertisement
issued at the time of My, Willeock’s 1943
election regarding his anticipation of home
building. In 1943, when it was agreed by
this House that hostilities were still close
to us and the position still serious, Mr.
Willeock decided that the Government
should not seek an extension of time from
Parliament but should face the electors.
Whatever may have been in Mr. Willeoek’s
mind as a possible first-year post-war hous-
ing programame, it was nothing compared
with what the Minister for Housing and
those associated with him confidently pro-
mised the people in their statements and
Press advertisements two and a half years
ago. I wonder whether that which I am
abont to read would be appropriately ap-
plicable to the present sitnation! I quote—

The Great Housing Muddle.
That certainly is appropriate.

Yor want of houses the people are living
in garages or old Army camps.

Still appropriafe!
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Married couples, sometimes with families,
are living in onme room.
That is worse than ever.

Several families are living in one small
house,
No alteration!

Are the people to blame? No! They have
the money to build or pay rent. Are the
builders to blame? No, they are ready to
build immediately provided permits and ma-
terials are made available. The situation n
the city is bad but in the country it is even
worge, Vote Liberal

Mr. May: Still appropriate!

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: That is the sort
of advertisement for which the Minister for
Housing is responsible and to which he is
a party.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: And helped to
write,

Hon. I, J. 8. WISE: Then he returns
te the situation in the middle of the war
Not after the war; not when he was
condemning an amazing achievement by a
Government from a standing start in 1945
and eomparing that with what happened in
1947. But, of course, the Minister in kis
review of the eircumstances during the whole
of his speech econveniently forgot the war
when he was making excuses for his Gov-
ernment and was using figures to illustrate
the improved position. He even quoted the
term of six years during the war upon which
to base his statement of a eomparison with
the vears since the war. His attention was
called to that Ly interjection but he sa'd,
“0f course, there was & war on,” However,
the Minister did not desist in his attempt
{o mislead this House by quoting the figures
for those six years of war which were ecom-
parable to the figures whieh, in his own
words, would suggest a normal period.

1t is quite idle and futile for such conten-
tions to be raised and such misleading state-
ments to be made when the two positions
are not eomparable. If the Minister weve
fair and were not still desirons of making
of housing a political football, as his Purty
has done. far several years, if he were satis-
fied to adopt o simple attitude, one ecould
find not much basis for complaint. Will the
Minister honestly cast his mind back to the
days when there were no fires in the kilns,
when it was extremely difficult to say just
whether certain sawmills could continue to
function or whether the cement works could
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bave an opportunity to add another kilp,
where necessary, because there was no man-
power available in the industry? Will the
Ministey be honest enough to say that, at
that time, a stage of almost hopelessness
had been rcached, that no buildings were
being nndertaken, but that there was a pro-
speet, as a result of the plans laid by his
political opponents, of his achieving the
things he now claims credit for?

If the Minister honestly wishes that
pieture to be presented, he will not only quote
file extracts of what happened during the
war, but will lay the file on the Table. That
iz what he should have done. Let us see
not merely the page he quoted, but also the
comments of those who assembled the in-
formation. If he quoted from official docu-
ments, it was his responsihility to place
them on the Table, but he did not do so.
I go further and say that the Minister yes-
terday not only used his figures in a subtle
way, but also with deliberate intent misled
tha House.

Hon, F. H. H. Hall: Oh, no!

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: The voice of Job!
Let the Minister reply to what I am ahout
to say. I have in my hand the table of
figures the Minister quoted from. I asked
him to place it on the Table and sub-
sequently asked him for jt. If my observa-
tions were correct when he was reading
from the doeument, there was attached to
it a statement that did not accompany- it
initially when I asked for the figures. The
Minister obviously had examined the figures
—that is shown by his peneil marks on the
sheet—and obviously had read the ecom-
ments of Mr. Gregson, dated the 18th June
last. But my eomplaint is—and this in
spite of the interjection by the member for
Geraldton—that on this sheet, which the
Minister i?d to compare the production of
the six yeMs of war with the produetion of
the six subsequent vears, is a footnote, It
reads—

Figures to be used with care in interpre-

tation in view of the inadequacy of recorded
data. See attached noges.

On locking at the attached notes, this is
what I found in paragraph (b). This is
the schedule 1he Minister used for half an
hour yesterday when giving figures to the
Heuse, and one would expect it to be with-
out any question correet. Paragraph (b)

. States—
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Limitations in the use of figures: These
figures must be vsed to examine trend as no
others were available, but the figures are
subjeet to serious crrors.

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke:
not tell us that,

Hon E. H. H. Hall: There is quite an old
saying to the effect that figures ean prove
anything.

Houn. F. J. 8. WISE: As the Minister
obviously intended they should do, provided
they were in support of his argument. It
shonld not be necessary for me to make
mueh comment on the way the Minister
cloborately analysed the figures, but he did
not give the Honse the information before
him that the figures must be treated very
carefully in view of the inadequacy of re-
eorded data and that they were snobject to
serious errors,

The Minister did

The Minister for Housing: Will you let
me have that document?

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: I have further use
for it. I had to reguest the Minister to
allow me to get it into my possession. I do
not propose to analyse the figures at this
stage. I shall have an ppportunity to do that
later, because they refer to something more
or less irrelevant now, something that ean
more appropriately be dealt with in diseus-
sing a motion on the notice paper. That
ig when T shall use them. I say that these
figures must be used, as Mr. Gregson ad-
vised the Minister, very carefully in the
matter of interpretation beeause they are
subjocet to serions errora.

Bo it seems that figures can be made to
prove anything, as the member for Gerald-
ton remarked, particularly if they support
a political ease. That is the unfortunate
situation. In conclusion, I Tepel that the
Minister would be well advised to inquire
from the Public Works Department, from
private contractors and from private home-
builders what sort of a time they are having
in obtaining timber, bricks and cement and,
if he wants to meet sneh people in a de-
toched way, I should like to bring them along
to show that this is not.merely an angle of
complaint which is wholly justified, but that
the community is suffering because of those
in greatest need being still the most humili-
ated.

[ASSEMBLY.]

HON. J. T. TONKIN (XNorth-East Fre-
mantle} [3.7]: I think all will agree that
before a problem c¢an be successfully
tackied, there must be a proper apprecia-
tion of its real nature. When speaking to
the second reading of the Bill, I sought to
present to the Minister something which is
an actoal fact and a real problem. The Min-
ister, in his reply, attempted io show that
what I had said was no problem at all and
had very little bearing on the subject. That
was most disquieting becanse, if the Minis-
ter will not realise that this is a problem
which exists, then he certainly eannat be
doing anything towards solving it.

I am not a builder and T am not so stupid
as to come here and talk ahout difficulties
in the building trade without being inform-
ed of them by men who are builders, and
not only buoilders but engaged very sub-
stantially in the building trade, men en-
gaged in building not one or ten homes lut
hundreds of them. These men have told me
that their greatest difficulty is lack of
materials, that they place their orders for
timber with firms with whom they have
been dealing for years and that, when the
orders are deliverad, they are short sup-
plied. Essential sizes are missing and the
position is just the same ag if the order
had not been delivered at all.

For example, no floor bhearers are sup-
plied, and so the joists cannot be put down
and the frames cannot be put up and the
brickwork cannot be proceeded with. T men-
tioned that, in one instance, no 8 x 1 tim-
ber bad been supplied to a certain large
firm for a period of nine months, and so
there was no timber for hips or ridges.
That, apparently, does not mean a thing to
the Minister, He said that that sort of thing
did not eause any delay in building or any
inerease in cost. I have been assured by a
reputable builder that he keeps his team of
men, who are excellent tradesmen, with him,
even though for half a week they huve no
work to do. He pays their wages. He is
not a philanthropist; he is in the house-
building trade to make a profit and he does
make a profit. It is obvious, therefore, that
he includes in his price the amount of
money which he pays his workmen when
they are not working at all.

That is one of the main reasuns for the
incresse in the cost of building today. The
ingrease caused by the 40-hour week could
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not be compared with that increase, becsuse
the difference between the 40-hour and the
44-hour week is slight compared with hslf
or full-time. But the Minister will not face
up to that. He says, “Oh, no, that has very
little influence upon the position; it is not
retarding building.” T tell the Minister
that the shortage of materials is retarding
building, and the faet that essentianl parts
of orders are not being supplied 15 they are
required is also retarding building. 1 sug-
gest to the Minister that he should immedi-
ately send out a questionnaire to all
builders inquiring if this is not a faet, I1f
he appreciates that it is a faet, he should
take some steps to get co-ordination and to
have timber cut in such a way that it will
be supplied as it is required.

We all know that the cutting out of whole
houses for assembly results in the evection
ot a far greater number of houses than any
other method. The reason is obvious, as all
the parts required are there in sequence and
no lime is lost waiting for essential parts
of the order. Sirangely enough, the Minis-
ter, in speaking to a Bill to continue con-
trols, argues very foreibly that they ought
to be lifted. This is a Bill to eontinne con-
trols, not lift them, hut the Minister was
arguing upon the efficacy of lifting cortrols
and so expediting building. He dealt with
the position regarding cement and bricks
and said that a few extra brick fences did
not make any difference. Surely, the Minis-
ter knows that in a hundred and one ways
essential material iz being uvsed for other
purposes when it could be applied to
essential uses.

I have seen more than once within the
last few months existing asphalt footpaths
heing dug up and replaced with cement
slabs. I saw it only yesterday in Loch-
street, Claremont, where a gang of men
was engaged in taking up an asphalt foot-
path and putting down cement slabs in its
place. If anyone can tell me that that is
a perfectly justifiable wnse of essential
materials today, then he could convinee me
of almost anything. People are today try-
ing to get cement for essential purposes, but
cannot procure it. We see it used in that
way and the Minister says that not much
is being so nsed. There should nof be any
of it used in that way. Practically the
same thing happened in King's Park-road;
where a footpath was renewed with cement
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blocks, & work which could essily have
waited for a more opportune fime, The
Minister, however, will not realisa these
things, so how can we expect any appreci-
able improvement in the situation? He used
some figires to try to convince himself that,
notwithstanding that we are slipping behind
each month, we are yet gaining ground. A
rather difficult hypothesis, but the Minister
set out to prove it!

I was reminded of the argument used
by one of our cclebrated writers—I think
Dickens, or it might have been Charles
Reade—who said that there were persons
who would use the average of the cold in
the Crimea for a period of years as a rea-
son for' elothing soldiers in nankeen on a
night when they would be frozen to death
in furs. That is the type of argument the
Minister unsed.

The Minister for Housing: It sounds

"very complieated. ,

Hon. J. T. TOXEKIN: He said that if we
took the average over the years, then the
average number of houses required was
much less than we were building now. So,
becanse we are building more houses now,
we are gaining ground en existing applica-
fions, On the Minister’s own answers to
the questions which I asked him, he showed
very definitely that we were slipping behind
each month. In other words, so far ae
rentnl houses are concerned, the number of
applicants to whom priority is granted be-
cause hardship is admitted, exceeds the num-
ber of houses being erected. Is that a
fact? For some months past—and we can
expeet it for some months in the futnre—
the number of applications in which hard-
ship is admitted by the department—if
wo take the fofal number of applications,
the figure is greater still—exceeds the num-
ber of houses being erected, Yet the Minis-
ter wants to tell us, guite blandly, that we
are actually gaining ground.

Mr. Marshall: You are overlooking the
normal requirements. Can you explain that
to the Minister?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I wish we were
gaining ground, People come fo see me
regularly and also telephone me asking for
Jelp to get them out of their serious cir-
cumstances so far as sccommodation is eon-
cerned. I have to tell them, almost with-
ouf exception, that they must wait nine or
twelve months until their turn is reached.
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That is the type of answer we get from the
Housing Cummission, The Commission says,
“We are now dealing with applications of
sueh and such a month of 1947." Cold
comfort to a person whose application was
lodged in 1948! That is the position, so
why delude ourselves into believing that we
are gaining ground? We are not, becanse
the number of priority cases is monnting
even if we deduct from them the number
of houses being made available. We eannot
find solace in the fact that there are more
persons looking today for rental homes who
previously did not do so.

We bhave to deal with the situation as we
find it. Altered eireumstances are respon-
sible for that fact, and we have to appre-
ciate that that state of affairs will continue
for some time. 1 hope the Minicter will
not attempt to explain away facts which

actually exisf, but that he will understand -

that these complaints are real, that he
ahonld have them invesligated and that he
should take some steps to apply a remedy.
If that is done, we can say to our people
that today prospeets are brighter, because
they can reasonably expect that the bottle-
fieeks will be eliminated as far as possible
and an increase in the house-building rate
consequently achieved. T hope the Minister
will have another look at this matter and
make some inquiry on the lines T have sng-
gested.

MR. HOAR (Nelson) [3.18]: I certainly
did not expect to have anything further to
" sgy on this Bill, but must do so after having
listened carefully to the Minister's reply to
the second veading debate and noting the
fizures which he quoted in support of his
argument. I eame to the coneclusion that
the Government was either deliberately try-
ing to mislead the people, or that the

Forests Department’s figures, which were "

taken from the department’s reecords plus
the Statistician’s records, were entirely mis-
leading. One or the other is misleading.
Through the years we have received reports
from the Forests Department’ setting out
clearly, in detail, the results of our labours
over the years in respeet of the production
and distribution of timber, itemising it in
eertain columns and eventually giving the
grand total. I bhave not had an opportunity
to study closely the figures given by the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Minister yesterday, but I have been looking
at the 1948 report of the Foresis Depart-
ment, -

In the past we have all been quite pre-
pared to consider the figures of this de-
partment as honest in every way. Bat I
can see such a tremendous difference be-
tween the official figures on this oceasion and
the figures given by the Minister that I can
only conclude that a searching inguiry
should be made by the (Government into
timber production and distribution, and par-
tienlarly with yegard to the itemising of the
reports that are issmed year by year under
the name of the Forests Depariment.

If we look at certain columns in the
anoual reports we see various tim-
bers referred to in cubic feet, others in
loads, and others in super feet. Oils and
tanning bark are mixed up with the pro-
duction of timber, and I am very much
afraid that the econfusion which 1z in

the minds of most of wus in this
House—and which will bhe in the
minds of the publie when they hear

what has transpired, as a result of the
Minister's action in using the figures he did
—has been caused prinecipally because there
was never any clear understanding or in-
terpretation given to the report in regard
to production figures as they occur year by
vear. We can well understand how it is
possible for the Minister on this oecasion
to be misled hy a report of this kind.

Personally, I cannot understand, for the
life of me, how these figures can possibly
be obtained. In the very first stage, the
report says that in regard to timber statis-
ties the fizures in the attached table relat-
ing 1o 1947-48 are derived as follows:—

Production: Recorded@ figures as published
in the Western Australian report.

Exports, interstate: Fignres published in
the Forests Department’s reports collected
direct and supplied by the Western Austra-
lian Government SBtatistician,

Exports, oversea: Figures published in the
Forests Department’s report supplied by the
Weastern Australisn Government Statistician
as supplied to him through the Common-
wealth Statistician,

So, if the compiler of these figures has
gone to the sources he named at the com-
mencement of his report, I fail to see how
he conld have obtained any other figures
than those that the Minister gave to me last
week, In answer to a question of mine in
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regard to lhe quantity of Western Ans-
tralian-grown timber that had been exported
over certain years, the Minister told the
House that the following quantities had
heen exported :—

Year Loads exported
1945-46 .. 14,358
1946-47 .. 21,531
194748 .. .. 30,748
1948-49 (estimated) 25,000

On the strength of those figures, I feel justi-
fied in every way in offering some criticism
of the Government for having permitted

a doubling of exports of valuable hard- .

woods required by this countiry for great
industrial improvements, as_well as for the
home building needs with which we are con-
fronted. Yet, if this report is taken from
the same source as that from which tae
Minister obtained his figures, somebody is
deliberately misleading the public—either
the Forests Department on the one hand,
in the figures supplied to the Minister,
which I very much doubt; or the present
Government and the Minister, in seeking
to cover up as much ag possible the anxiety
the Minister must be feeling today in hav-
ing to call repeated conferences with the
Sawmillers’ Association in order to get a
complete understanding of what is a fair
amount of timber to export in these days.

The Minister himself said that these ecn-
ferences had been taking place from fime
to time because the situation is not very
happy, and I have no doubt, and am not a
bit surprised to know, that the Liberal Gov-
ernment at any time would seek by any
* imeans in its power to improve its tottering
strueture. I am very sorry to know, how-
ever, that the present Minister for Fnrests,
at any rate, has lent bimself to such a
practice as using figures of this natwre
which do not econform to the facts. The
Minister referred yesterday to the fact that
the Western Australian timber industry had
been built up on” an export basis under
which mills were established to provide the
type of timber required for export. He
gave some percentage figures covering the
five years prior to the war.

I agree with the Minister that the timher
industry was established on an export
market becaunse, when this Colony was open-
ed up many years ago, the only commodity
it was possible to export was timber, From
the constline inland, wherever people went,
they saw timber, and they thought the

.
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forests of Western Australia ware un-
limited. Consequently, they exploited them
to such an extent that the 1918 Forests Act
had to be introduced lo protect our great
timber wealth. We know that in the early
days of this Colony—and, in fact, up to the
years before the recent war—we were justi-
fied in encouraging some sort of export
market because we did not dream we were
going to be projected out of the easy way
of living we had enjoyed before the war.
We did not know that those years of war
werd going to interfere with the economy
of this country as much as they did. We
did not know we were going to be eom-
pelled, whether we liked it or not, to under-
take a tremendons immigration policy in
order to safeguard our future so far as we
could.

All these things have come as a result
of the war, and have interfered with the
economy of this country to such an ex-
tent that, so far as timber is concerned, at
any rate, we most definitely have to forget
all our pre-war ideas and look at the in-
dustry from the point of view of future
requirements. I said yesterday, and I con-
sider I was right, that the Minister and his
Government in respect to this subject are
living in the days before the war, and what
we need is a Government that will live in
the days of the future, and prepare for
that'future in such a way as to create the
best possible conditions for everyone con-
cerned. I am quite convineed that the Gov-
ernment has missed the bus in its assess-
ment of the timber position.

I, and others, have made & statement
that timber today is being misused. That
can be seen in some of the outlying suburbs
which ‘are growing up like mushrooms over-
night, and in which even good solid hard-
wood timber is being used for kerbs that
will rot away in a very short time as a re-
sult of the action of termites and other
nafural agents attacking our timbers, We
are wasting timber. It is being wrongly
directed; and those most needing it find, in
the main, it is harder to get than when it
was under control, The Minister has
not assessed the position correetly, and I
think he is culpable to s considerable ex-
tent in seeking to use figures to win a cheap -
argument here which is definitely not align-
ed to the situation as we know it.
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Another thing be mentioned was that in-
side the next six months, six new mills
. would be coming into production, and many
of the 900 displaced persons who had ar-
rived recently in Western Aunpstralia would
go into the industry, so that by the end of
the year the timber position would be sub-

stantially improved. I think that is doubt-

ful, but even if it turns out to be frue it
only proves to be correct & statement I made
Inst year, namely, that due fo the entire
neglect by the sawmillers generally of the
conditions of the timber workers all through
the years, under any sort of Government—
I am not speaking politics now—there has
arisen today a situation where nobody can
persnade workers to go into the bush and
bury themselves, As I said last year, we
are in danger of handing over this impor-
tant industry to foreign people; and on the
Minister’s own words last night there is the
best part of Y00 people to go into the in-
dustry, and 300 are in it now to my know-
ledge.

The Minister for Housing: There are

900 arriving.

Mr. HOAR: | understood the Minister
to say that the higgest part of them would
be placed in the timber industry in a lab-
ouring capacity.
is going to get these timber mills pui info
operation in the next six months, he is
making a big mistake, and it is misleading
to say =0. The timber industry is not pro-
ducing anything like what it did before the
war. The cutput today is about 125,006,000
super feet per year as against some
150,000,000 pre-war. I believe thase figures
to he correct because they are given clearly
in last vear's report of the Forests Depart-
ment.

The Minister can have this other report
for all the good it is. I consider it to be of
no value whatsoever to the people who ex-
peet to wet some clarification of this issue.
The figures clearly disclose to my way of
" thinking that we are unable to equal our
pre-war production. That, conpled with the
faot that we have a snowballing effeect so
far as homebuilding and industry are con-
cerned—that is, there are arrears of bridge-
building and other public works tq be con-
sidered and embarked upon—convinees me
that until we at lesst equal our pre-war pro-
duetion and exceed it, as we shall do with

If the Minister thinks he .
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the new mills that wil] eventually be pro-
dueing, we should conserve this wealth of
ours and not export it oversea.

I have nothing whatever against the
Government’s sending our surplug timber to
the other States of the Commonwealth.
It would be a great pity if the day ever
arrived when we considered ourselves to be
six separate States and not one nation. But
it is wrong for anyone to encourage over-
sen people to believe that any lasting long-
term agreement can he arrived at between
them and us in respeet of timber. As I con-
cluded my remarks yesterday, so T do again
today, by saying that I regret very much
indced that the Minister has not sized up
the timher problem in the manner that we
would expect a responsible Minister of this
Government to do. T recret also that he
has, in my opinion, lowered himselt hy
using figures of this nature which are ohvi-
ously incorreet.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [3.31]: A
further opportunity is presented to us to
emphasise our dissatisfaction with the mre-
sent position. T stated during the seennd
reading debate, in my final words, that
whilst we voted on. this measure—and we
voted unanimously in favour of an Act to
continue controls of buildine material~— we
did so at the same time as the Minister was
releasing controls of those self-same huild-
ing materials. In other words, the Minister,
and through him the Government, ix taking
action which would appear to be diamct-
rically opposed to the expressed wish of
this House. It is easy to decide the reasons
for the Government's eourse.

For political reasons, and in order to pla-
cate certain interests which have been most
insistent in their demand upon it, the Gaov-
ernment realises it sounds something in the
nature of an achievement to he able to say
that it has lifted eontrols on this, that and
the other line of building materials, That
is perfectly true, but at what cost? We
on this side of the House have endeavoured
to emphasise the magnitude of the problem
confronting thiz country, and of the need
to regard it as an exireme erisis in the
hope that the Government would tackle the
problem as it sees it; especially after hav-
ing had recounted to it the situation as
members of the Opposition view it. Yet,
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notwithstanding what members have said,
the Government apparently is prepared to
drift along and continue operations as
though this were a normal period in our
history,

8a apparent was that attitude on the part
of the Minister that he made no attempt to,
reply to the expressed viewpoints of mem-
hers. He did, in several instanees, reply
to criticisms that had been made, but he
iznored entirely any suggestions that were
submitted. I have from my place in this
House not once, but many times, endeav-
oured to impress on all concerned the seri-
ousness of the housing position as it exists,
vet the results have been practically nil. 1
should have thought we would have received,
as we were certpinly entitled to, some indi-
cation from the Minister as to the steps he
intended to take, not in six months’ time,
but immediately, to overcome the terrible
position where brick fences, cement paths,
wood sheds, ornamental work in gardens,
miles of kerbing on highways and other
such unessential works are heing indulged
in so freely, as they are, in every suburb
of the metropolitan area—and I daresay in
other parts of the State—as a direet conse-

quence of this Government's lifting the con-

trols of building materials.

Apparently the Government intends to do
nothing whatever about that situation, but
to allow it to continue so that materials
may be msed and skilled men devote their
one‘rgy and time to these wseless operations.
In other words, the Government is quite
vatisfied with the situation that exists atb
the moment, I say that the conditien which
I have roughly outlined—and it is indis-
putable because anybody with eyes can see
what is going on—is something that should
not happen under proper and effective con-
trols. At present, as long as I have suffi-
cient influenee or good fortune to be abie
to secure bhuilding materials T can use them
for any purpose whatever. It is truc that
I am limited to an expenditure of £50 for
domestic building purposes in any finan-
cial year, but it will. be agreed that when
there are many thousands of people all help-
ing themselves to these eomparatively small
supplies of material, in the aggregate that
must have a very serious effect on our home
building programme. Apparently the Gov:
ernment is quite content with what is going
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on, as we have had no indication from the
Minister that he intends to take any steps
to rectify the position.

Other members have emphasised the seri-
ousness of the situation in regard to tim-
ber and I was not impressed with the state-
ments of the Minister as to the necessity
fo retain oversen markets for this produet.
From the return submitted to this House in
answer to & question addressed by me to the
Minister lagt week—and having in micd the
many other important undertakings that re-
quire attention—I think it ean be said that
there is no need whatever, for the next 20
years, to worry about overses markets for
our timber. All cur timber can be wused
in this State, for many years to come, for
home and other building purposes. It is
true that a certain quantity ean bhe made
available to the other States of the Com-
monwealth in return for materials that we,
in this State, are unable to produce. I
think the House is entitled to some comment
by the Minister on the statement by Mr.
Chifley, only a month ago, wherein he stated
without qualification, under the heading of
“Timber” :—

The export of timber is permitted only
when the State concerned has advised that
the timber is surplus to essential require-
ments in that State and the transport posi-
tion renders difficult its supply to other parts
of the Commonwealth.

The Prime Minister, having made that state-
ment to the House of Representatives on
the 27th May last, is not likely to have put
it into words if it were challengeable. Ae-
eordingly, I want to know from the Minis-
ter for Housing at what stage he advised
the Commonwealth that the timber being
exporfed from this State was surplus to
the essential requirements of Western Aus-
tralia. Not only the House but the public
of Western Australia is entitled to a clear-
cut statement from the Minister in regard
to this matter. I ask him, also, has he or
the Government advised the Commonwenlth
Government that there is a surplus of tim-
ber in this State—surplus fo our essential
building requirements? In order to convince
the unsuspecting that the emormous number
of outstanding applications for houses wns
not fuite that revealed in the figures them-
selves, the Minister suggested that many
people were switching from seeking permits
to erect their own homes, in favour of rental
homes, owing to the increasing costs of
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building and the prospeet of more than a
lifetime being entailed in an endeavour to
pay for houses erected on their own ac-
count.

Strangely enough the figures given io the
House only last week revealed that this
year, 1049, the number of outstanding ap-
phcations for rental houses incressed by
584, and the fignre in respeet of permits
to build increased to the tune -of 1325, to
which must be added another 159 repre-
senting the inerease in the number of un-
satisfied and outstanding applieations for
war service homes. This means that ‘the
total increase in the number of persons
seeking permits to build on their own ac-
count is 1484, whereas the number of ont-
standing applications for rental houses has
inereased by only 584, There is very little
substance in that assertion by the Minister.
He seemed to donbt statements made by
several members to the effect that the lag in
the supply of building materials is having
an appreciable effect on the cost of dwell-
ings and huilding generzally.

Not very long ago I received a cominuni-
cation indicating that a contractor had in-
formed the person for whom a house was
to be built that, if an assurance could he
received from the State Housing Commis-
sion, that there would be a free flow of ma-
terials as required—as was the case pre-
war—he wounld be prepared immediately to
redmee the contraet fizure by £100. With
interest commitments £100 is a consider-
ahle sum in the view of the average appli-
eant for n house. I am not impressed by
the assertion that building confractors have
appreciated the lifting of controls from
building materials, because of the saving in
time through not having to approach the
Housing Commission for permits for ma-
terials, with which to edect buildings in
respeet of which the building permiis have
already heen received, becanse in the great
majority of cases it would he a clerk or
some other officer that would make such
approaches to the Commission. In aay
event, we have bheen told repeatedly that
there is a reasonable balance maintaintd
between the amount of material available
and the number of permits to build issued,
and that therefore if a permit is issned for
a particular job 1t is because there is suffi-
cient material available to complete that
eonstroetion. '
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That was the position in the past, bat
it is certainly not so now. Because of the
tremendous delay and the shortage of ma-
terials, workmen are unable to proceed with
their duties and that is having an impor-
tant effeet upon the delay in the completion
of homes, as well as inereasing the cost of
their construction. They do not have to
wait a few hours in lining up in a queve at
the Housing Cominission, but the workmen
spend days and weeks lolling and idling
about, waiting for materials. Beeause of
that fact there is an ndditiona] inducement
for verv many workmen to fill in their idle
time and for contractors to use small
amounts of materials on small jobhs such as
cement footpaths, brick fenees nnd the rest
of them. 8o we have one further reason
or cause for the unessential work that is
being undertaken.

I am given to understand that the State
Housing Commission is endeavouring to
mike arrancements for the rise and €all
clause in contracts o apply for a six
manths’ period only, and not indefinitely as
is the case at present. Where a contractor
is operating in a big way, he naturally hus
an influence with the suppliers of building
materials. He is a gond, valuable eustomer
and naturally the tenfleney is for him to re-
ceive some preferential treatment. Accord-
ingly, it would probably be possible for the
larger man—that is the hig eontractor—-to
be ahle to conform to what I am advised is
the new arrangement which is ta be put into
operation.  As a natural consernuence it
would le another case of the smaller man
being gradually pushed out of business,
which, T think all members will agree, is
a most undesirable state of affairs.

My especial purpose in malking these ob-
servations is to emphasise to the Minister
that he must reecognise the terrible mess
into which the handling of building ma-
terials has fallen and of the extreme urgeney
of his acknowledging the mistake that he
and his Government have made, and in the
interests of suffering humanity—and it is
nothing short of that—the Minister

-and his Government should be sufliciently

courageouns to acknowledge their error and
reimpose controls. I say that not hecause
auyhody likes eontrols for the sake of eon-
trols, but on the grounds of equity and in
order to make absolutely certain that build-
ing materials urgently required by so many
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thousands of people will not be devoted to
unessential requirements. There is abund-
ant evidence in every suburb, and 1 dare
say in every town throughout the length
and breadth of this State, of this unessen-
tial work Dbeing carried on.

MR. TOX (South Fremantle) [3.33]: I
am pleased to see that the Minister has
brought down this Bill to continue eontrols,
and I feel that we should pay some atten-
tion to the quantity of timber being ex-
ported from this State. Recehtly I asked
a question about the visit of the Premier
of South Australia to this State and about
his anxiety to secure additional supplies of
jarrah for South Australia, I do not know
whether the supplies or the export of jar-
rah to South Australia have been increased
since Mr, Playford’s visit, but it will be
interesting to see whether such is the case
when the figures are made available,

In a Btate such as Western Australia it
is absolutely essential to have as much jar-
rah as possible for building purposes owing
to the prevalence of white ants. I consider
that the other timbers of this State, sueh
as karri, are more suitable fo a State like
Vietoria where white ants do not wreak the
havac that they do bere. [t is impossible
to use karri for home building in this State,
and it is certainly impossible in goldfield
areas, because the homes would he eaten out
in g very short space of time. It has been
the experience of builders with whom I have

discussed the positionr, and my experience .

also, that if one stick of karri is put into
a2 wooden building, or any building in the
metropolitan area, it iz not long before the
white ants discover it.

In such cases the material then has to
be replaced with jarrah, Therefore I say
that if other States want our timber, or
want 2 greater supply of timber, we
should supply them with a timber that is
not suitahle for the building requirements of
this State but which would bé suitable for
building purposes in the other States. Ve
should export as mueh karri as possible
and retain the jarrah in Western Austrelia
for aur own purposes. I know that we have
fo supply the other States with timber in
return for materials that we want from
them, and it is only reasonable, if the karri
is just as suitable as jarrah in those States,
that they should take karri in liex of the
jarrah,

‘a small amount of timber.
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The Housing Commission, in my opinion,
should not issue permits unless the timber
is available to meet the requirements of
those permits. What is the use of issuing
permits months and months ahead of the
supply of timber neeessary? Recently a
man eame to me—somebody had given him
my name and told him to see me—and told
me that he had a permit to build a small
home. It was a small wooden dwelling and
it did not require a great dezl of timber-
This man went around to nearly all the

. timber mills and quite a number of them

said, “We are not concerned with supplying
We are more
coneerned with supplying timber to the g
contractors.” I asked him if he would be pre-
pared fo give me a declaration in writing
to that effect and he told me that he would.
He said, “I will give vou the declaration
because that ts what I have been told. I
have heen given your name as a person P
who may be able to help me.” I knew a
contraclor and asked him if he would
go to a certain timber vard in Fremantle
and see if he could get the necessary snp-
plies of timber. The manager told this von-
tractor that he did not have a stick of tim-
her in the yard. That timber yard was Mil-
lars' Timber & Trading Company in Fre-
mantle, Vet the Minister said that timber
is not in short supply and any amount of
it is available.

hThe Minister for Housing: I &id not say
that.

~ M. FOX: That builder is not on a very
large seale but he has built quite a number
of homes. He is the builder to whom T
referred when I said that a contractor had
built homes in 1937 at a cost of £510 and
thev were just as good as the houses being
built now for £€1,200 or £1,400. The Min-
ister should look into the matier and not
issue permits unless the timber is available
to meet the requirements of those permits.
If that were done, everybody wonld be on
an equal footing, but at present the man
with the most “pull” gets the material that
is available and a man who has not any
“pull” does not get any materials at all.

I know of ome contractor who is heavily
in deht with some merchants and yet they
supply him with timber in order to get
something off the account. I know that
statement to be correct hecanse I have been
informed by a responsible man that the



278

big contractors get the most material that
is available, If a man is to build a home
orl his own he should be in the same posi-
tion as a man who is taking a big amount
of timber from the suppliers, because tim-
her is a neeessity. The man with a small
building to ereet has a necessity as great
as the larger builder, and he should he able
to get his requirements immnediately a per-
mit is issued or ot least within a reasonable
time,

I hope the Minister will give some con- .

sideration to that aspeet and not allow the

issue of permits months and months ahead, -

hecause that is not achieving anything and,
in fact, is retarding the building pro-
gramme. 1 know a builder in a large way
and he told me, “I am not tendering for
any more contracts fo build houses for the
State. I can do mueh hetter by approach-
ing those who have permits and working
on wages for them. I have to wait months
for materials and if is not worth my while
building on contracts.” [ hope the Minister
will encourage more confrol. It is time
enough to drop controls altogether when
there is ample building material available
and when cverybody ean obtain all the sup-
plies they need.

THE MINISTEER FOR HOUSING
(Hon. R. R. MecDonald—West Perth—in
reply) [+2]: I will deal with the remarks
of the last speaker fiest, The exports of
timber to South Ausiralia are largely karri
when they come from the main sawmilling
firms. A cerfain amount of jarrah does go
to that State from some smaller firms and
mills, but that is something as to which
control at present eanoot be exereised be-
cause, as I have explained, under Section
92 of the Constitution trade and commerce
are free between the States,

Mr. Fox: The State mills could look
after that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
State mills export practically no jarrah at
all. Their exports are karri and that is
what they do export. As to the issuing
of permits, the practice has been to issue
them somewhat in advanee of available sup-
plies and reasonably near to equation of
anticipated supplies, but a little in advance.
That practice was first recommended in a
report by Mr, Wallwork in 1946 to the

[ASSEMBLY.].

Jovernment on the housing programme &nd
he considered that, if there was a pressure
of permits on supplies, the result would
be to inc¢rease supplies and thereby inerease
the total building ratio that could be ob-
tained. The Heusing Commission has felt
that within very careful limits that is a
practice which was soundly based and it
was puf into operation in 1946.

I have not been able to deal in any detail
with all the matters raised by so many
speakers in so prolonged a debate and I
regret that. However, there are, perhaps,
certain physical and mental limitations,
which means that there may be some matters
which I have overlooked or which I may
have dealt with in rather & terse way. But
I want to assure members that I do not
live in a vacnum. The difficulties of hous-
ing that heat up agninst private members,
beat up with much exaggerated force, as
far as I am concerned, to improve the eon-
ditions in which people are inadequately
accommodated. Every fortnighl [ mecet iw>
representatives, one each from the two main
building organisations and I hear from them
ag to the building trade. In cvery way the
Housing Commission and I endeavour to
keep exceedingly close contact with the diffi-
culties of the building trade with a view to
taking any pecessary aetion.

This Bill has been brought down because
the State Housing Commission, with the
full approval of the Government, is main-
taining a larger measure of control over
building and ifs requirements than any
State in Australia. We stand alone in Aus-
tralia by reason of the severity of control
over building which is exercised in this
State. It is somewhat amazing to me to
hear some of the remarks made when one
hears in mind that we are the most heavily
controlled State in the whole of the Com-
monwealth in relation to building matters.
In other States, which have Governments
of a different complexion, Governments will
not entertain for one minute the stringency
on building which is exereised today by the
State Housing Commission in this State.

When this Bill was brought in by the
Government it was in spite of the unpopu-
larity of so much control and the people
who wrote to the Commission and said how
severe the Minister for Housing was in still
seeking controls. The everyday expression
always refers to my obstinacy to retain
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controls. In spite of that, with the Gov-
ernment’s and my approval, the Housing
Commission is pursuing & course which is
designed to meet the particnlar -eircum-
stances of a State like Western Australia
with far distant towns which, in the ab-
sence of control now exercised are going to
fare badly, as compared with those in the
metropolitan area, with building and timber
supplies. So an endeavour iz being made
in all good econscience to supply that mea-
sure of eontrol which sunits our State’s needs.
I have told the House, and I repeaf, that
these controls were taken, in certain in-
stances, from some materials not necessarily
as & permaneney but with a foll knowledge
that they would he reimposed if conditions
justified it.

Mr. May: Do voun think they have?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think they were appropriately taken off at
that time following a consultation with all
the interests by the Housing Commission
and myszelf. Tt would have my personal ap-
probation if the Housing Commission re-
commended the reimposition of control of
these items which members wish to see re-
imposed if the stringency that has become
evident this vear does nat make for a great-
er flow of snpplies, The member for East
Perth has mentioned the matter of supplies
that go overser, but I do not propose to
ileal with that now because T believe there is
something to be said on that question at a
later stage, However, I do want to say that
when the matter was considered by the
Government and myself it did appear to me
that with the expanding programme of hous-
ing and housing needs we would want to
cut down the oxtent of timher that left our
State.

Conferences were held between myself and
sawmillers over quite a cousiderabla parird
with that object in view which has, to a
certain extent, obtained and it may clhtain
in future. However, one has to exercise a
certain measure of responsibility regarding
a big industry and the people employed{ in
“it, including hoth the employees as well as
the employers and realise that one cannot,
in justice, snddenly stop a poliey that has
been allowed and, in fact, encoucaged by
(lovernments over many decades. So, at all
events, it can only be undertaken after very
careful consideration and for very strong
regsons indeed, when all the advantages
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and disadvantages have been weighed. When
it comes to the re-control of certain ma-
terials, the snggestion has been made that
some influences have been, at work. I do
not know what they are. I do not think
that, although some people would soomer
see a free economy in operation, there
would be any great objection on the part
of various interests to the re-imposition of
controls hecause in many ways that prae-
tice makes the situation easier for them, I
can assure the House that no influences at.
all are being exerted on me or upon the
Honsing Commission-in connection with any
poliey of re-imposition of eontrols where
they shauld be re-imposed.

Reference has been made to some figures
supplied to me by Mr, Gregsen. T said to
him that I would like some fgures from him
as he had a most complete knrowledge,
statistically, of the sawmilling industry and
had heen associated with the Housing Com-
wission and the Forests Department in my
time, I had a high opinion of his abilities
and I knew that he took a great in-
terest in the housing problem. He always
had and still has that great interest. I
asked him, therefore, to supply me with
tigures dealing with the quantity of timher
retained in the State and that which was
sent oversea over a period of years, so that
I might have the partieulars for the in-
formation of Parliament. He hrought that
information to me and made it available
for the guidance of Parlinment. He
attached to it a memo. which, I must com-
fess, did not oecur to me as being relevant
to the discussion hefore Parliament, hecanse
it was intended by him to indicate the trend,
over a perind of years, in the quantity of
timber retained in the State compared with
that which had been sent oversea, showing
the expansion of the gquantity kept in the
State and the contraction of that which had
been sent overses. For such a purpose the
fizures are absolutely reliable.

In faet, Mr, Gregson has told me that
the fignres he compiled to enable me to deal
with this subject before Parlinment were
taken from what he regarded as the best
and most aunthentie statisties available to
anyone. They certainly agrec almost, if
not exactly, in respeet of one or two years,
with the figures given by me in answer to
a question in this House, which fizures had

. been supplied by the Forests Department.
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T mentioned that when I was speakipg to
the House last night, when I said T would
(uote Mr. Gregson's figures because he had
valuable sources of information and a
knowledge of the trade and industry, to-
gether with the .industry’s commitments
with regard to oversea and interstate ex-
ports. Alr. Gregson told me that there was
a possibility that the data, which he ae-
cepted as the best to be obtained, might
affect percentages if they were faken for
any partienlar year, At the same time,
he has said to me that, in his opinion, it
wounld be simply a matter of decimals. He
stated that any possible inaccuracies in the
data supplied by the department would re-
late to sleepers and not to any appreciable
extent to sawn timber, with which we are
concerned in the discussion in Parliament.

After 15 years in this House, I would
he very sorry indeed if members thought
I would be a party to any withholding from
them of information I thought they should
have. As the Leader of the Opposition
asked me for the notes—I refer to the notes
which, in the course of my long speech, I
did not take the trouble to quote as I did
not think them sufficiently important to deal
with—I was glad to give them to him and
to allow him to meke any comments he
thought fit.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: In the first in-

stance, you detached the damaging con-
tents.

The MINISTER FOGR HOUSING: 1 do

not think so. .

* The Premier: His pencilled notes are in
the margin, and they were used,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I did
not regard those figdres as being material
for the House; otherwise, I most certainly
would have put them before members, he-
canse the chart from which I read had been
prepared and given to me by a most re-
liable officer for the purpose of enabling
me lo deal with this matter when it came
.before the House.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: In fairness to Mr.
Gregson, you should have read his com-
ments.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
may be so.
Hon. A. R, G. Hawke; It is so.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
shall not argue that peoint. It did not
ocenr to me that I should, in my speech,
quote one and a half pages of foolseap re-
lating to the sources from which the in-
formation had been drawn on respecting the
dats upon which the figures were based, 1
can say there is admittedly a stringeney in
respect of the supply of materials that has
heen emphasised in reeent months. With
vegard to fimber in particular, my advice
is that the position should he greatly eased
in the comparatively near future, and cer-
tainly by the end of this year. My last
word to the House on the question of sup-
plies and contrels is that the matter will
be discussed once again, as it has been eon-
tinuously discussed in the past, with the
Housing Commission and, if the advies of
the members of that body is that control
should be re-imposed, that advice will re-
ceive the most careful and weizhty econ-
sideration.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

1, Charitable Colleetions Aect Amend-
ment,

2, Marketing of Barley Aet Amendment
(Continuance).

3, Plant Diseases Aet Amendment
(No. 2).

4, Marketing of Potatoes Aet Amend-
ment.

Received from the Council,

BILL—MENTAL INSTITUTION BENE-
FITS (COMMONWEALTH AND STATE
: AGREEMENT).

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

MOTION—PRICES CONTROL.
As to Appointment of Commission.

HON. A. RB. & HAWEKE ({XNortham)
[4.22]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment skould introduce legislation to estab-
lish a prices commission, and to give con-
sumers and business interests direct repre-
sentation thereon, with an independent
chairman appointed by the Government.
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This matter was debated very thorougkly
in this House last year when the Bill to
enable the State to control prices, foliowing
the defeat of the Commonwealth prices re-
ferendum, was before us for consideration.
Those who -sought to amend the Bill to
enable consumers to have a dirvect represen-
tative npon what would have heen a State
Prices commission argued that consamers

were finally the most affected people in the.

community as regards the prices charged
for commodities. It was also argued that
prices would be likely to rise considerably
under State control as ecompared with their
control previously by the Commonwealth
authority. Further, it was argued that the
consumers, because they were the most
vitally concerned and would find it diffienlt
to stand up to the increasing cost of living,
were more entitled than any other section
to have a direct voice in the disenssion and
to decide on any increase in price that was

to take place. .
The Minister, on hehalf of the Govern-
ment, contended that one-man control

through a single prices commissioner  was
preferable to control by two men or by a
number greater than two. He also assured
us that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment, if the Bill became law, to set up an
advisory committee vwpon which representa-
tion wounld be given to the different sections
affected. When the voie was taken upon
an amendment that aimed at giving the
consumers a direct representative upon a
priees commission, those who voted against
the propesal were, according to “Hansard”
of 1948, volume 1, page 580—

Mr. Abbott Mr. Murray
uly. Ackland Mr. Nalder
AMr. Bovell : Mr. Nimmo
Mrs. _Cardell-Oliver Mr. North
Mr. Doney Mr. Thorn
Mr. Grayden Mr. Walls
Mr. Hall Mr. Wild
Mr, Hil) Mr. Yates
My, Leslis Mr. Brand
Mr, Mann

Those members voted against the fonsumers.

having a direct representative upon the
prices commission then envisaged.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
in order in quoting from “Hansard” of the
current session, \

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: I think you
are quite right, Sir. I was forgetting for
the moment that the Government had sue-
ceeded with its political trick of making
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the sittings of this year a continuation of
those of last year, thus keeping the sittings
of this year in the same session as those of
last year. However, I have read the list
of members who voted against the consumers
having a direct representative upon a pro-
posed prices commission.

The attempt on that oceasion to deny the
consumers the right of having a direct re-
presentative was not successful, because all
the members of the Opposition voted for
a consumers’ representative and were sup-
ported by the two Independents—the mem-
bers for Vietoria Park and Maylands. The
Bill passed-throngh this House with a pro-
vision for the setting up of a prices ¢om-
mission upon which there should be three
members—one a direct representative of
the consumers, one a direct representative
of the business and trading interests and the
third appointed by the Government to he
chairman of the eommission.

The Bill was then forwarded to another

place and a majority of members of the
Council, no doubt at the desire of the Gov-
crnment, altered the provision for a com-
mission of three and restored the measure
to the form it originally ‘had when intro-
duced into, this Chamber. In other words,
they altered the Bill to provide for one
commissioner only, and thereby deprived
the consumers of any representative upon
a commission. When the Bill was returned
to this House, the Minister naturally moved
to accept the Council’s amendments and, un-
fortunately from the point of view of the
consumers, the two Independents, whe had
previously voted to give consumers direet
vepresentation, supported the Council’s
amendments and thereby bhelped to deprive
the consumers of direet representation in
prices control which they otherwise would
have obtained.
. 8o that Bill hecame law, with a provision
in it for the control of prices by a single
commissioner to be appointed hy the Gov-
ernment. As is well known, the Govern-
ment sunbsequently appointed as State
Prices Comissioner, My. Mathea, who had
for some time previously been Common-
wenlth Deputy Commissioner of Prices in
Western Australia, Prices have undoubted-
ly increased in respect of many commodi-
ties during the last year and, for that mat-
ter, during the last two years.

The Premicr: All over the world,
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: There is no
doubt on that score. Before dealing with
that angle, however, I wish to quote to mem-
bers a table of prices of commodities as at
the 31st March, 1947, and the 31st Decem-
ber, 1948. This table is as follows :—

Quarter  Quarter

N ended ended
31st Mar. 31st De-

1047 ember,

1048

pence nee
Bread—2 Ib " 8 p7e
Flour (ordlnary) 2 b 8

Flour (S.R.) 2 . 8 10.45
Jam—-li 1t (pl llIIl) 14.40 19

*  Golden ayrup, 2 1b 8

Qat (Anked ? b . 4.50 5.4
Ralelns (ueeded), 1 )b e 13 16

Currents, 1 Ib. v 10,50 13,28

Apricots {dried), 1 Ib... e 18 26.50
Peaches (canned), 30 oz 15-50 21

Pears (canned]. 30 oz e 16.50 2250

Potatoea, 7 Ib . 8.42 14.50

nions, 1 1b 2.80 9.50
D, 1 7.33 10

Kerossne, %uart 5.88 7.88

Butter, 11 21.0 28.50
Cheese, 1 1b ., w17 19
Fags, dozen . . 2B 33

I rvenlise that therc are scasonal fluctna-

fions in connection with eggs. '
The Attorney General: Are those the

figures I supplied in answer to a question?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE:

Bacon, 1 Ib . 20,50 30.45
Milk {condensed) . ..o 10 1250
Milk (fresh), quart ... 8 ]
Beef (sirloln), 1 1b ... .. 3 15
Beef (fib) 1 )b e 11 12
Beel mmg steak). 1 1o 18 22
Besf | steak}? 1 Ib, e 11 13
Beef (sausages), 1 Ib 8.25 10.92
Beef (corned sllverside), 1 W 11 4
Boef {corned brleket) | | ST b 10
Mutton (leg), 1 e . 10.80 14
Mutton (Join), 1 lb e 10,80 13.44
Mutton {chops,lein}, L 1 ... il 14
Mution (chops, leg). il .. 11 13
Pork {(leg, 1 1h e 15 23.20
Pork {(toln), 1 Ib w18 23.20
Pork {chops), 1 1b . e 17 23.20

The Attorney General:
get the table?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: That table in-
dicates very clearly the heavy inerease in
prices which has taken place in the period
to which I have referred.

The Attorney General: Were those figures
supplied by me? I should like you to
answer questions oecasionally, if you do not
mind.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: In substantia-
tion of the fipures I have given, I now wish
to quote from “The Daily News” of the
20th June, 1949.

Mr. Marshall: That is an authority on
anything!

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: After I have
made that quotation I shall satisfy the
Minister’s deep curiosity as to where I have
obtained the fizures I have already quoted.

Where did you

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Bovell; Are you guoting from the
“Opinion” eolumn?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: This statement
in “The Daily News” does not come from
the “Opinion” eolumn. It was written by
a very clever investigator, one of the best
staff men of “The Daily News,” if not by
the editor himself. It is headed “Ups and
Downs of Prices,” I do- not propose to
rend the whole of the article hut merely
portions. It states:—-

Prices have risen. Everyone kmows that.
But yon may have a certain morbid curiosity
to know exactly where you are being hit
hardest and for how much.

Recently released statisties show just how
mueh the av erage consumer of today is bemg
pummelled by prices which eontinue to rise
for almost any commodity you care to men-.
tion.

Food prices are particularly depressing,
That is, of conrse, in their effeet upon the
consumers. The article proceeds to give
some tables of figures by way of compari-
son. There is no need for me to cuote
them, us they arc in line with the figures
I have already given. The article eon-
tinues—

The Western Australian man who wants
to be fairly well dressed is particularly hard
hit. The suit he buys today for £10 would

have cost him £3 15s—same quality and
cut—in 1938,

The same type of overcozt he buys today
for £6 would have cost him an cconomieal
£3 10s,

One other quotation I wish to make fiom
this article is as follows:—

Some of the fow commodities clieaper to-
day than in 1928 are razor blades—dJown
about 25 per cent.

So while the consumer is being driven almost
to the point of suicide because of the ex-
eeedingly heavy increase in priees of com-
modities available to him today, he has a
cheaper method of suiciding now than he
had in 1928, or even just before the war.
The figures which I gave previously, and
about which the Attorney (eneral was so
curious, were taken from the Official Statis-
tics of the Commonwealth of Australia,
published, of course, by the Commonwealth
Bureau of Census and Statisties, Canberra.

The Attorney General: What date?

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: 1 gave the
Minister the dates in the table of compari-
song for the quarter ended the 31st March,
1947, and the quarter ended the 31st Decem-
ber, 1948. The Minister will accordingly
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have no trouble whatever in checking my
table. Although he might think he ean find
some mistakes in my quotations from the
publication in question, he will learn only
too well that the figures 1 have given are
absolutely aceurate,

I admit quite readily that it was unavoid-
ahle that after the war there should have
heen a general inerease in the price level
1 have said in previous speeches it this
Houge that we cannot have a war costing
the ecountry thousands of millions of pounds
and necessitating the imposition of heavy
taxation upon trade and industry and
the people generally without recovering the
cost of that war through such taxatior by
inereases in the price level. I am not even
going to argue this afterncon that prices
have risen much more than they should have,
though that iz arguable. The only point
with which T am now e¢oncerned is thai, in
all fairness to them, the c¢onsumers of
Western Australia are entitled to have a
watch-dog on a prices commission to watch
and as far as possible to safeguard their
undoubted interests in the fixation of the
prices of commodities in this State.

We all know what has been happening
in Western Australia during the last vear,
or the last two years, if the Minister prefers
it that way. The outstanding thing which
has been happening to the average person
W Western Australia, and especially to
people who have fo rely only upon the hasie
wage 1is that prices have been rising,
followed at some later date by an inerease
in the basic wage because of the additions
made to that wage subsequent to an inerea=e
in prices. Following that again, we have
had another increase im prices and subsc-
quent to that another ineresse in the hasie
wage, and that bas happened on several
occasions,

I do not know what the opinion of the
Minister is about the future. My frank
fear is that prices will rise again, and again,
and again, and that wages in turn will rise
on several occasions. I do not know whether
the Minister or all the Ministers in the
Government have given any deep considera-
tion to the terrible problem which this con-
tinuous increase in prices, followed by con-
tinual incremases in wages, is going to estab-
lish in this State. I do not know whether
they conveniently think that we in this
State can go on facing up to that sort of
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thing. I do not know whether they think
the industries of Western Australia can go
on standing up under the strain imposed
upon them by these inereasing prices and
wages.

The Attorney General: Yom would not
agree with the British system of pegging
wages, would yon?

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: I think that
there is an urgent need for the very closest
consideration to he given by all interests
concerned to the making of some move to
control the economic system in this State
and, of course, in the other States of the
Commonwealth, I said just after P’arlia-
ment closed down last year that this would
develop into the State’s major problem and
would oceasion the greatest concern to all
of those in control of industry as well as
to the community generslly, I am still of
that opinion. In fact my opinion has heen
confirmed by the happenings of the last five
or six months.

We ean, of course, go on leaving tomor-
row to take eare of itself. We mizht even
go on with the idea af ‘the back of our
minds, or even at the front of cur minds,
that this upward spiral of priees and wages
will sponer or later hring about a collapss,
becanse I think there is no deubt it will
unless some solid attempt is made in the
dircction of trying to arrest that upward
movement of prices and wages—whieb, of
course, means an upward movement in the
cost of production. However, in this motion
we are not attempting to deal with that
problem in the major sense.

1 find, in moving amongst ordinary, ave-
rage people, amongst families whose total
income is the basic wage, or not very much
above it, that they are extremely concerned
at the existing situation. They have no
faith at all in the prevailing system for the
eonfrol of prices in Western Aunstralia. 1
am not saying for the moment that their
feeling in that regard is justified or well
based. I am expressing the feeling they
possens. They believe by and large that
there is no effective system operating in
this State for the control of prices. They
believe that whatever control does exist is
operated in the interests of the business
community generally and therefore against
the interests of the consumers generally.

I do not agree with their opinions in that
regard. At least, I do not fully agree with
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them, although I have an idea that the price
control system in this State ecould be much
more effective and muech more severe than
it is, For instance, when the States took
over control of prices in Australia, they
released very quickly from control some
3,000 items, if my memory serves me cor-
rectly. I think the State representatives
argued at that time that the 3,000 items
were not essential to the existence of the
average person in Australia. I have no
doubt the State authorities on that occasion
wanted to simplify the price eontrol systém
as much as possible. I have no doubt they
wented to make the State control of prices
as easy as possible. Therefore it was a
great move on the part of the State repre-
sentatives to decide almost immediately, as
they did, to release from price control those
3,000 items,

I have no doubt that that action has had
a very damaging elfect upon the Australian
economy and upon the economie system of
every State. One effect has doubtless been
to enahle the non-essential industries and
the semi-essenfial industries to have a
greater claim, g hetter elaim, on the reeruit-
ment of labour than have essential industries
in which price control has continued o be
practised. If L am operating a non-essen-
tial industry and there is no price control
over the articles I produce, [ ean offer much
more in the way of special inducements to
get labour from the altogether inadequate
labour pool existing in Australia at present.
On the other hand, if I have an essential
industry, the products of which are subject
to price control, I am not able, because my
margin of profit is controlled, to offer as
much by way of speecial inducemenls for
the purpose of reeruiting labour. That is
another special problem associated with this
subject.

1 think it wounld be beneficial, from the
point of view of prices control generally, if
the Government of the State were to agree
to give the econsumers a direcl representa-
tive. 1 am snre it would have a good rporal
effect immediately, because it wounld re-
establish in the minds of the consumers a
ressonable degree of faith in the price
conirol system, The consumers would know
that their point of view was being solidly
put before the Prices Commission which
would then exist, by one of their own
people; one of their direct representatives;

1}
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a person in whose appointment they had to
some extent a say although, perhaps, a very
indirect say. I quite realise that the
appointment of a consumers’ direct repre-
senfative upon a priees commission would
have to be made by some existing organisa-
tion or organisations. We could not pos-
sibly give all the consumers a say, hut we
could allow some of the major organisations
in Western Australia the right to nominate
& person to represent the consumiers diveetly
upon a prices commission,

The motion also sugpgests that business
and trading interests should have a direct
representative upon such a commission.
That is quite logical. 1 think we should
have a prices eommission operating in this
State upen which the interests most vitally
eoncerned are represented. Obviously the
business and trading concerns are vitally
interested, and the eonsumers generally ave,
too. 'Therefore, hoth sections should have a
representative, and the Government m turn
would have to appoint a third commissianer
to be chairman, if for no other reason than
to decide hetween the represenlative ol the
consumers and the representative of the
business interests when they could not agree
as to whether an incrcase in prices should
take place or, oecasionally, whether a de-
crease should be made. Hpesking for my-
self, T believe in a permanent system for
the control ¢f priees. I think it is the
logical corollary to ocur permanent system
for the fixation of wages and salaries.

As is well known, we have a State Arbi-
tration Court, the President of which is
appointed by the Government. In addition,
on that Arbitration Court beneh there is a
direct representative of the trade unions,
or the workers, and a direct representative
also of the employers. I think evervone
who has stodied the history of our State
industrial arbitration system, sinece 1925 at
any rate, will agree that it has worked re-
markably well, not only in the direction of
maintaining peace in industry, but also in
the way of giving to industrial workers
reasonable wages and working conditions.
If, therefore, that system has worked sue-
cessfully in relation to the Bxation of wages,
salaries and working conditions, why should
hot a systemn similarly based work success-
fully in regurd to the fixation of prices?

The Attorney General: The Federal Arbi-
tration Court has worked reasonably well,
teo.
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: T have some
doubt about that. I would not for a minute
say that the Federal Arbitration Court has,
over the years, worked half as suceessfully
as our State Arbitration Court.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It certainly has not.
The Aet would mot allow it to, anyhow.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I much prefer
our State system to the Federal system.
The fact that the workers of this State have
& direct representative on the State Arbitra-
tion Court bench gives to them great con-
fidence and faith in that court. They know
that a man they bhave nominated has been
appointed to that bench, 2nd that he is able
to hear the witnesses, question them and
take part in the in camera discussions and
deliberations of the Arbitration Court as a
whole. They know, too, that their repre-
sentative has full access to all kinds of eon-
fidential and seeret documenis. Therefore
the average worker in this State develops
& very deep faith and confidence in the in-
dustrial arbitration system of Western Aus-
tralia.

The Attorney General: When the work-
ers’ representative gives a decision different
from that of the President, does not that
affect his faith in the President’s decision?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Generally
speaking—almost invariably, -in fact—the
workers in this State accept the majority
decision of the court irrespective of whether
the workers' representative on the bench has
agreed with that decision or not. There has
heen more than one instance where the
workers’ representative on the Arbitration
Court bench has been in the minority in re-
spect of a partienlar decision, but the work-
ers have accepted the decision begaunse of
their faith in the system under which tha
court operates. I am sure they would not
have 25 per eent. of that faith and econfi-
dence if the eourt consisted of only one
man and they had no direet representative
on it.

Not only have the workers in this State
a great deal of faith in the State Arbitra-
tion Court system, but the employers by
and large, have thp same degree of faith
and confidence in it because they, too, have
the right to nominate adirect representative
{o the bench. Their representative has the
same rights and privileges, as a member of
the Arbitration Court beneh, as hzs the
workers’ representative. Therefore they, as
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employers, feel, as do the workers, that
they are part and parcel of the Arbitra-
tion Court system; that they have a per-
sonal and agyregate interest in it, and con-
sequently they do everything possible with-

.in thejr power to see that the State in-

dustrial arbitration system in Western Aus-
tralia works successfully and with reason-
able satisfaction to all eoncerned.

With that outstanding example hefore us,
I feel we wounld be extremely unwise if we
did not attempt to set up the same uystem
of price eonirol within the State. If the
trading interests and the consumers gener-
ally were given direet representation on a
Prices commission, I am sure the majority
of our workjnz men and women would have
greatly inecreased faith in it. They would
feel that any increase in prices that did
take place had been allowed only after a
most complete investigation in which their
own direct representative had participated
closely. In order to- get the best results
from" any system of control, we must de-
velop, in the minds of the people generally,
complete faith in it.

Every increase in prices granted by the
Commissioner of Prices in this State during
the last year may have been justified, al-
though T do not think for a moment that
that is so, and the great majority of the
people. of this State think that none of
those increases has been justified. Conse-
quently, they have no faith in our present
system of priee fixing. They feel that it
is weighted against them. They know the
cost of living has increased, and is continun-
ing to inerease, and feel that the true value
of their money wages is being filched from
them in this way. They are fearful as to
where it is all to end. They speak sar-
castieally about eontrolling inflation and say
that price control, far from arresting in-
flation, has rather speeded up the process
and has hastened the approach of the day
when a'collapse will be inevitable. I would
have expected the Minister and the Govern-
ment to be anxious to establish in the minds
of the people an opinion, with regard to
the State system of control over prices, dif-
ferent from that which I have briefly de-
seribed. ,

The Attorney General: I think the people
have great confidence in the present Com-
missioner of Prices.
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Hon. A. R. &. HAWKE: I am afraid
the Minister is almost eompletely wrong in
that point of view, though I grant his right
to hold it. If he could move among the
people on smaller incomes he would find that
they are extremely distressed at the price
increases that have taken place and the
prospect of further increases in the near
future.

The Attorney General: That does not
say they have not great confidence in the

Commissioner.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Yes; not so
much in the Commissioner personally as in
the system—or lack of it—for the control
of prices in this State.

Mr. Styants: They have been shorn of
a lot of their power by the State Govern-
ment.

The Attorney General: That is incorrect.

Mr. Styants: You removed countrol from
3,000 articles, as a first step.

Hon. A. R. ¢, HAWKE: T am af a loss
to understand why the QGovernment and its
supporters refuse to allow the public to
have a direct say in the decisions arrived
at in respect of prices, ¢

The Attorney General: What you advo-
eate is rather the Russian system. Fivst
of all you appoint a general and then a
representative of the people to watch him.

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: I am not con-
cerned as to whether it is a Russian, an
Eskimo or any other kind of system.

The Attorney Qeneral: It is, is it not?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I do not know.
Probably the Attorney General has avail-
able to him special sources of information
about Russia that are not available to me,
- though I have never heard it suggested that
he is a fellow traveller. It is not a ques-
tion of whether the proposed arrangement
is a Russian idea, an American idea or any
other kind of idea in particular; the test
is whether it is desirable, practicable and
shonld he put into effect. I had hoped the
Minister would approach the question from
a eommonsense angle.

The Attorney General: That is the cor-
reet point of view.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWEE: If the con-
sumers had a direct representative on the
Prices Commission, much closer considera-
tion would be piven to their point of view.

[ASSEMBLY.} ‘ ' .

There is urgent need for such consideration
to be given to that point of view and to
the general prohlem of rising prices that
are followed by rising wages and salaries.
A three-man commission of the type T have
suggested could give detatled consideration
to the problem as a whole. It would be re-
presentative of the consumers—who gener-
ally speaking are the workers and their
families, although farmers and other groups
are included among the consumers—and
would also, by direct representation, he ahle
to put forward the views of the business
and tirading interests. In that way we
wonld get a much better statement of the
case with regard to any suggested increase
in price than is possible at present.

At the momenf, bnsiness interests have
the right to argve their cases before the
commissioner, and can put up figures in
support of applications for increases in
prices, but [ have never heard of a con-
sumer, with any standing, being able to go
before the commissioner and put forward
arguments as to why some inerease in price
should not he granted. I maintain that the
interests of the consumers in this or any
other State are of sufficient importance to
warrant that section of the community hav-
ing direet representation on a prices com-
mission, so that they might be safeguarded
to the utmost possible limit. The Govern-
ment gaing nothing but loses a good deal
by having a single commissioner. During
the last eight or nine years, we have had
considerable experience of price fixing in
Australin. The Commonwealth operated
the prineciple of a single commissioner, with
Rtate deputy ecommissioners, and since then
—ag far as I know—all the States have
operated on the principle of the single com-
missioner, although I am not sure whether
that is so in the State of Queensland.
Whethor it is so or not does not maitter,
because experienee has shown that the con-
sumers are not only entitled to direct re-
presentation but should have if, if onlv for
the purpese of giving the consumer a hetter
understanding of the prices fixation sys-
tem and a greater confldence in it,

T'nless consumers are given & direet say
and direet representation in the fixation
of prices in the future, I feel sure that the
svstem in this State will fall more deeply
into disrepute so far as the general publie
is concerned, and that would be a bad thing.
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Tt is always a bhad thing in any ct:fmmunity
if, & great number of the people in that
community are without faith and confidence
in a system of control under which they are
forced to live. In such a sitnation we would
find the seeds of sitvations whieh are in no
way pleasant or desirable.

. This métion is, therefore, one which I
* think should have the support of every
member of the House. 1 would be grati-
fied if the members of the Government
would give it most serions consideration, and
see their way clear to agree to the direct
representation of the consumers on the one
hand and the business and frading interests
on the other hand, We would then have in
this State the Arbitration Court system for
the' control of wages and salaries and a
prices control system both hased upon the
same prineiples, both set up in the same
way, and both giving direct representation
to the same set of -interests in the com-
munity, That I consider is most desirable
and practicable and, if the Government
would assist the House in that direction, we
would find that we would have a bhetter
prices control system which would operate
more effectively and thus safegnard the con-
sumers. Secondly, it would, in some small
way at least, assist in preventing prices
from rising as high as they will rise if the
present system of conirol is continued.

On motton by the -Attorney General,
debate adjonrned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty—
Murray-Wellington) : I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2 p.m, on Thursday.

Question put and passed.

House adjonrned at 5.14 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2 p.m,,
and read prayers.
QUESTIONS.
HOUSING.
(¢) As to Permits and Materials,
Mr. ACKLAND asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) Did the member for Murchison on
Tuesday week strongly criticise the praetice

- of issuing building permits for homes in

advance of availahle materials?



